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International Youth Meeting April 2008 in Buchenwal d
European Youth on the rail of democracy and freedom

Sunday April 13, 2008, more than 1000 young people, coming from all over Europe, will gather at the
Monument of Buchenwald to mark their attachment with the values of the Democracy and to say to-
gether "No to Fascism”, the racism and the ideas of extreme right which threaten our Europe to become
about it.

That is the topic of a project which is prepared since nearly one year. Partners are the Belgium “Institut
des Vétérans” and the International Federation of Resistant Fighters (FIR) — Antifascist Association.
The project is supported by the International Committee Buchenwald — Dora and Commandos, the na-
tional Committee of former prisoners of Buchenwald and the Vereinigung der Verfolgten des Na-
ziregimes — Bund der Antifaschisten (VVN-BdA)

This meeting will send a clear signal against racism, xenophobia and extreme nationalism and for the
defence of democracy and liberty. The European youth takes hereby responsibility for retaining the leg-
acy of the former prisoners of Buchenwald.

Delegations coming from Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark France, Greece, ltaly, Croatia, Netherlands,
Hungary, Russia, Spain, Czech Republic and from other countries will participate.

In meetings with German anti-fascists, in the discussion with former resistance fighters and survivors of
the camps, in common acting with young people from Germany anti-fascism becomes alive as interna-
tional network for liberty, democracy for social and political human rights.

We invite young people, anti-fascist young groups and initiatives cordially to participate in this interna-
tional youth meeting.

Together with the youth of Europe our slogans are called:

Never again fascism! Never again war!
The destruction of the Nazism with its roots is our slogan, to create a new world of the peace
and liberty is our goal.
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Declaration of FIR to 65th Anniversary of the victo

On February 2, 2008 we celebrate the 65"
anniversary of the Red Army’s victory of
Stalingrad. On this day the German 6th
Army under general field marshal Paulus
capitulates in front of the troops of the 62nd
and 64th Red Army under general Zhukow.
The destroying balance for the German
armed forces: Over 100.000 soldiers went
into war shank, 165,000 left their life into
this battle for the fascist war goals.

The International Federation of the Resis-
tance fighters (FIR) - Association of Anti-
fascists uses this date as an opportunity, in
order to remind the sacrifice of the Red
Army and the soviet peoples to the Great
Antifascist Peoples’ Struggle during the 2™
World War and the large achievements of
the military part of the anti-Hitler coalition.
The war plotted by German fascism aimed
from the outset at murder, homicide, exploi-
tation, suppression and destruction. Coven-
try, Rotterdam, Warsaw and Belgrade are
the symbols of the air terror, which carried
the armed forces over the cities of Europe.
Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Majdanek, Sobibor
have themselves in mind of mankind en-
trenched as ‘monuments’ of the extermina-
tion-policy — a holocaust produced by Nazi *
Superior Race’ theories against all peoples,
regardless of colour and race. Babi Jar,
Oradour, Lidice: Places of the National So-
cialist terror, which do not require any ex-
planation. Stalingrad stands against it for
hope for liberation and the resistance
against murderous German fascism.

This hope was paid with countless human
lives. The Soviet side registered approxi-
mately one million victims among the civil-
ian population and the fighters of the Red
Army in this battle. We remind the dead
ones and commemorate all of those, which
used themselves with their life and their
health for the liberation of its country from
the fascist occupation and smashing the
fascist beast.

ry of Stalingrad

This battle of Stalingrad was not only of
military importance. It represented a histori-
cal turning point in the fight of the anti-Hitler
coalition with the expansionistic require-
ment of German fascism:

From a military-strategic point this
defeat of the German troops was a
turning point, because hereby for the
first time the advance was stopped
and the "unconquerable" Wehrmacht
had to accept a destroying defeat.
For the development of the anti-Hitler
coalition in this battle has been
proven that the common efforts of all
allied could defeat the murderous
beast of fascism and its military ap-
paratus. Red Army’ s victory in
Stalingrad and afterwards had strong
signal effect for Great Britain and the
USA to speed up the preparations for
the opening of a second front.
Stalingrad knows to be regarded
therefore with joins and right as be-
ginning of the end of the robbery and
murder campaign of the Wehrmacht
through half Europe.

For the resistance movement in all
occupied countries and in Germany
the battle of Stalingrad was the sym-
bol for the coming defeat of fascism.
The women and men in the resis-
tance drew from it strength, motiva-
tion and optimism for the continua-
tion of their anti-fascist fight in the
political clearing-up work and in the
armed Resistance.

In this sense is and remains the victory of
Stalingrad an anniversary of the Interna-
tional Federation of the Resistance fighters
(FIR) - Association of Anti-fascists. We
connect our thanks to the fighters with the
promise to pass this memory on of the to-
day's generations.

Executive committee of FIR



Meeting of the executive committee

At the beginning of January 2008 the new
elected executive committee of the FIR met in
Brussels for its first regular consultation. Unfor-
tunately the Russian representatives could not
participate. They were however informed about
the agenda and the questions, they had to be
decided.

Three topics were located in the centre:
the evaluation of the 14th regular con-
gress of the FIR in Athens,
the preparation of the international youth
meeting in Buchenwald and
the work planning for the year 2008.

The executive committee thanked first of all the
Greek friends and comrades for their large sup-
port, which they rendered in the preparation and
conversion of the conference. Thus the confer-
ence could be held within an appropriate
framework and under satisfying conditions.
Apart from the problems with the visas - re-
guests from Albania and FYROM the patrticipa-
tion of the member federations was satisfying.
Unfortunately this time French federations and
the Austrian KZ federation were missing. Also
pleasing was the presence of guests at the be-
ginning of the conference, even if a stronger
participation in the ceremony to 20" Anniver-
sary "Ambassador of the peace" would have
been desirable.

The conference was shaped by a lively and
mostly very purposeful debate, in which was
much to be experienced about the concrete
work of the member federations. It was recog-
nizable that particularly the Greek comrades
regarded it as honour to be able to speak on the
congress about their experiences.

Also the greeting speeches and greeting mes-
sages of different parliamentary groups of the
European parliament, the Greek parliament and
internationally active organizations and um-
brella federations were positively emphasized.
This underlines the high tribute, which is paid to
the FIR also internationally.

In the debate suggestions were given for im-
provement. They did not challenge however the
altogether positive impression of the confer-
ence. In the conclusion it was decided to ask
the Hungarian comrades to organize the 15th
regular congress 2010 in the area Budapest.

Together with responsible representatives of
the "Institut des Vétérans" the international
youth meeting in Buchenwald was discussed.
At the time of the meeting were present already
over 300 registrations with the FIR. Together
with the Belgian contingent thereby the pleasing
resonance was confirmed. Unfortunately con-
crete information about Russian delegation was
missing. It was again underlined from all sides
that the meeting is a common initiative of "Insti-
tut des Vétérans" and FIR, co-ordinated with the
international committee Buchenwald - Dora and
command.

German groups - organized of Thuringian youth
federations — will arrange the Saturday as a
youth action day. Beginning with an commemo-
ration walk from Weimar to the Ettersberg, there
will be youth activities for the memory of the
fighters and victims, political discussions about
the tendencies of extreme rights in Europe and
in Thuringia and meetings of German and for-
eign guests in Weimar.

At the beginning of February the working group
will drive again to Weimar to the memorial place
and to the city, in order to clarify the conditions
of the preparation and organizational details.

In the political work plan for the year 2008 natu-
rally the youth meeting in Buchenwald took an
important place. At the same time further politi-
cal emphasis was discussed and converted into
action suggestions, especially the organisation
of the statuary yearly conference in the au-
tumn 2008 .

The executive committee specified as topic: "60
years declaration of the human rights of the
United Nations and anti-fascist policy to-
day".

The Secretary-General was assigned to clarify
the organizational basic conditions for the or-
ganisation of such a conference in the autumn
2008 in Germany (Berlin).

For the conclusion of the consultation still two
applications for membership  were formally
confirmed: From Belgium the "Armée secret -
comité d'action”, the controlling body of Belgian
resistance federations requests the member-
ship. From Germany the request of the
"Jenischen Bund in Germany and Europe" was
present. Both requests were accepted. About
these federations will be written more in the
next expenditures of the bulletin.

Ulrich Schneider, General Secretary



News for Antifascists

Symbol of victory

The Russian war veteran Mikhail Minin is
dead. According to research he let the red
flag blow as a first Soviet soldier on the
Reichstag over destroyed Berlin. Minin died
on Thursday in the age of 85 in the city
Pskow northwest from Moscow, reported
the Russian newspaper "Komsomolskaja
Prawda". The symbolic gesture of the vic-
tory over Hitler Germany 1945 was held as
world-famous black-and-white photo. The
scene had been re-enacting later however
with other Red Army soldiers without Minin.
After controversy for many decades it ap-
plies now in the historiography as secured
that Minin let the red flag blow in Berlin as
the first as a symbol of triumph.

Call for a "center against war" in Berlin

Against the "center against displacement”,
demanded by federations of revanchists not
only in Germany, protests the "Willy Brandt
Kreis", an initiative, which stands close to
the SPD, with the following explanation:
"Displacement is one of many terrible war
sequences. Just as well one could endorse
a center against area annexations, one
against depreciating the life of soldiers,
against massacres at civilians, against
bomb victims and ruins, one against slave-
labour and camp, against hunger and ty-
phoid fever, a center against rape, against
brutalisation of the customs, against "ethni-
cal cleanings", against retaliation and pun-
ishment of the winners."

On the other hand the signers of the call set
for the following suggestion: "who wants to
prevent displacement must to prevent wars.
We do not need a center against displace-
ment. We need a center against war. Which
the younger ones illustrates, why war is to
be avoided and outlawed in the future. Each
kind from above mentioned war suffering
could get here an area, not only those,
which is still remuneration relevant today. In
this context in the coalition contract agreed
upon visible indications could also find its
place against displacement. At the entrance
a warning of Bertolt Brecht from 1952 would
be conceivably: "the memory of mankind for
endured suffering is amazingly short. Their
imaginative power for coming suffering, is
nearly still smaller.”

Reichstag-fire lawsuit: Judgement
waived

The German Federal Prosecutor's Office in
Karlsruhe waived the judgement in the
"Reichstag fire lawsuit" from 23 December
1933. As the authority gave admits on
Thursday, the death sentence against Mari-
nus van the Lubbe was waived on 6 De-
cember 2007. The Dutchman has been
charged to set in fire on 27 February 1933
the Reichstag and other public buildings in
Berlin. The Reichsgericht (High court) had
condemned him because of high treason
and arson to death. Van the Lubbe was
executed on 10 January 1934.

The decision is based on the law for the
abolition of National Socialist injustice
judgements in the criminal jurisdiction from
25 August 1998. The judgement remains
unaffected regarding the four co-defendants
- the leader of the parliamentary group of
the KPD in the Reichstag, Ernst Torgler,
and the Bulgarian Komintern - functionaries
Georgi Dimitroff, Wasil Taneff and Blagoj
Popoff. The four had been acquitted "from
lack of proofs". Thus the German judges
could struggle through themselves also 75
years after the establishment of the fascist
regime only to a half-hearted political disso-
ciation in relation to fascist brutal justice.



Documentation

14" regular congress of the FIR
October 19-20, 2007,
Athens, Pantios University

On October 19 — 20, 2007 in Athens the 14th
regular congress of the FIR took place. Round
about 40 delegated from 15 nations were an-
nounced. Unfortunately the entry to Greece was
refused to the veterans from Albania and the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. On
this congress balance of the reconstruction of
the FIR was drawn and advised over the future
tasks. The most important fact in the balance
was that we succeeded in the past three years
with the opening of the organization for later
born generations, to place the FIR as alive and
active organization in the fight against neo-
fascism, racism, anti-semitism and xenophobia
- for peace and to form democracy and social
rights. Despite small financial and personnel
capacities a living organization could be re-
ceived and developed further. Up-to-date over
50 organizations and federations from 24 Euro-
pean countries and Israel belong to FIR. Thus
the FIR is the largest international organization
of former fighters against fascism, deported and
pursuits of the Nazi regime and anti-fascist of
today's generations.

To the political balance it belonged also that it
succeeded in the past years to make the voice
of the FIR in the political concert audible. The
statements on actual political problems, about
"the danger of extreme rights in Europe" and to
the peace problem were particularly heard and
spread. The acceptance of the organization
pointed itself in the large number of invitations

to commemoration ceremonies, conferences of
national member federations or to international
conferences to these political topics. On the
occasion of the congress the FIR committed
also the 20-year anniversary of the appointment
as a "Ambassador of the peace" of the United
Nations.

In the ceremonial addresses the important role
of the former resistance fighters, partisans, de-
ported and pursuing organizations for the
peace-movement was stressed. The represen-
tatives of the world peace council and the world
league of democratic youth underlined in their
political greeting words, which threat of the
peace proceeds today from imperialistic main
powers. The representative of the United Na-
tions on the other side was content with a quite
poor greeting formula.

The congress selected unanimously the leading
committees of the organization.

For political adoption of resolutions altogether
five explanations were present, which were ac-
cepted after a living debate. Also the next politi-
cal activities were discussed. A first political
high point of the further work is certain already:
The international youth meeting on the Etters-
berg in April 2008 on the occasion of the anni-
versary of the self liberation of the Concentra-
tion camp Buchenwald.

Ulrich Schneider,

Elections

Elected members of the executive
committee

President

Michel Vanderborght, Belgium
Vice- presidents

Anatoli Bogdanow, Russia
Vilmos Hanti, Hungary
Members of executive committee
Nikolai Chikachev, Russia
Christos Tsintzilonis, Greece
General Secretary

Dr. Ulrich Schneider, Germany
Cashier

Heinz Siefritz, Germany

Members of the honour presi-
dency

Marcos Ana (Spain)
Jean Fournier (France)
llja Kremer (Russia)

Lore Kruger (Germany)
Georgi Moraitis (Greece)
Janos Nagy (Hungary)
Adnan Qatipi (Albania)
Baruch Shub (Israel)
Oskar Wiesflecker (Austria)



Welcome speech
by Michel Vanderborght, President of the FIR

On invitation by our guest partners, the fa-
mous Resistance fighters in combat of the
POAO the 14" regular Congress of the In-
ternational Federation of Resistance fight-
ers — FIR — Antifascist League is held here
in Athens at the Campus of the Pantios
University for which we are very grateful
and express our deepest esteem. Our
thanks go also to all the representatives of
our affiliated organisations and associations
from more than 20 countries of Eastern,
West & Central Europe & Israel.
A special mention goes to the international
unions and movements which have hon-
oured us by their presence, amongst oth-
ers: the World Federation of Democratic
Youth, the World Peace Council and repre-
sentatives of fractions of European Parlia-
ment and delegates of Civil Movements.
Last year we commemorated the 15™ anni-
versary of the Foundation of FIR in Brus-
sels.
Today we celebrate here in Athens the 20"
anniversary of the designation of the title of
« Peace Ambassador » to our organisation
by the United Nations. From this platform
we wish to reiterate our thanks to the Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations for the
honour by designation this title to the FIR,
and thereby giving tribute and recognition to
the Resistance fighters for their courage
and efforts deployed for the sake of democ-
racy, liberty and freedom during the 2"
World War. In order to preserve these ac-
quired liberties the choice of the theme dur-
ing our 14™ regular Congress is of utmost
importance to urgently mobilise all democ-
ratic forces:
TOGETHER FOR THE SAKE OF PEACE
AND AGAINST NEO-FASCISM.

Dear comrades and attendants of this con-
gress,

Today 62 years after the military victory
over fascism in Germany and Europe, we
are confronted again to extreme-rightwing
neofascist groups. During the sessions of
the meeting of the Commissions where the
decisions of our 14™ Regular Congress will
take place and an overall appeal of senior
and younger antifascist generations to
peace, tolerance, defence of the acquired
democratic rights and solidarity will be
heard, we will show our willingness to block
the road to neofascism and nazism for all
those who propagate and promote this ide-
ology. We will see each other again at Sun-
day 13" of April 2008 at the « Place of As-
sembly » at the ex-concentration camps at
Buchenwald.

Together with the ex-prisoners and young-
sters from East-West and Central Europe
we will revive the Oath of Buchenwald and
stop fascism.

Together we will and shall succeed.

Excerpts from the political report to the conferenc e
Dr. Ulrich Schneider, General Secretary

The most important aspect is that we suc-
ceeded in the past three years, to form the
FIR as alive and active organization in the
fight against Neo-fascism, racism, Anti-

Semitism and xenophobia - for peace and
democracy and social rights.

| would like to underline with the fact that
we in our balance to the 55™ anniversary of
the establishing of FIR it could refer with



pride to the fact that we succeeded despite
small financial and personnel capacities to
organise and develop an alive organization.
Up-to-date more than 50 organizations and
federations from 24 European countries and
Israel belong to the FIR. Thus we are the
largest international organization of former
fighters against fascism, deported and pur-
sued of the Nazi regime and anti-fascists of
today's generations. Altogether we can
state that in the past years also in the
member organizations large efforts were
undertaken, in order to secure the person-
nel and organizational future.

For the FIR it was a crucial step the fact
that we changed our statutes and the FIR
not only opened for relatives but altogether
for later born ones, who want to continue
our political and historical request. Thus we
placed our organization on a broader social
basis. The main work is carried out already
today by members, who no more belong to
veterans - generation.

And our work remains necessary. We had
particularly to experience in the phase of
political changing in central and Eastern
European countries that a strong defence of
the social and political interests of the for-
mer fighters in the resistance and liberation

Financial statement for the reporting period 2004 t

The members of the executive committee
have with 13. Congress in November 2004 in
Berlin our tasks with the resolution accepted
to animate in accordance with the discussions
and the resolutions of the congress together
with you the FIR again and make again an
anti-fascist federation of the resistance fight-
ers, whose voice is also heard. In addition
one must rise, speak loud and allied to
search. In addition, task of our federation is to
be voice of those which have no more voice
in our societies!

The FIR connects - humans, who fought
against the worst and cruellest regime
whether as regular armed forces of the anti-
Hitler coalition, whether as underground
fighters or in other way offered resistance; -
humans, who terrible endured and it suffered
whether as victims of brutal force in concen-
tration camps, penitentiaries, punishing com-

of the countries from the fascist barbarism
and retaining the memory of the women
and men from resistance and pursuit with-
out integration of new fellow combatants of
the today's generations is not possible. But
that the defence of the social rights is not
only in the formerly socialist countries nec-
essary, pointed the controversy over the
forced labourer remuneration in Germany or
the recent debates in Israel. We would like
to congratulate our Israeli comrades that
they succeeded be attained a positive deci-
sion for veterans of the anti-fascist fight.
Thus it is again underlined that our organi-
zations exist not to their own sake. We take
position to the political questions of the
time. We designated the central political
guestions and tasks together in the new
statute. And to several of these topic fields
we made declarations in the past three
years. From great importance and interna-
tional resonance was our political explana-
tion about the increasing danger of ex-
tremely right forces in Europe. Our descrip-
tion of situation, our demands and the ap-
peals for initiatives on European level have
been heard. Thus we underline once more
the aliveness and future ability of the FIR
and their member federations also 55 years
after the establishment of our organization.

0 2006

panies or as forced labourers, whether as
victims of defamation, discrimination in camps
or in Ghettos. The FIR connects in addition,
humans, who look for the peace among the
peoples, about social justice in the societies
argues, which demand fair sharing of all at
the wealth of this world. As "federation of the
anti-fascists" we have to place ourselves also
the questions, which move younger and
young humans today.

From the various experiences the task devel-
oped for everything anti-fascist inside and
anti-fascists: Reminding and memories.

Also the cashier of the FIR cannot extract
itself from the general and special tasks. It
cannot therefore only peas or Peanuts count,
but has itself into the service of the whole one
place. Nevertheless the executive committee



cannot settle only one task, if we money do
not have and no money gotten.

First of all 1 would like to thank all member
organizations cordially, which followed your
contribution obligation regularly. Some fed-
erations give to us sporadically contributions,
many however not at all.

To the numbers in detail:

Incomes :

We transferred 2004 of the old executive
committee to Vienna an existence of 4.637,50
EUR. To this place honest and respectful
thanks belong on mean predecessor Franz
Caslavsky.

As contributions we received 26,903 EUR
according to the laid out list in the years 2004
to 2006, under this alone from the German
pursuing organization VVN - BdA13,218
EUR. We don’'t want to demonstrate anybody
here, but each delegated one can see in the
list whether its organization paid contributions
or not. We received only 470 EUR of dona-
tions, alone rom Charles Desirat 400 EUR.
We receive donations only occasionally and
only to certain causes from governments and
other organizations, so we need to ask the
participants at conferences to carry a part of
the costs themselves. For the conference "60
+ 1 year fascism in Europe -" in May 2006 in
Brussels we took 3,680 EUR of participant
contributions. For the internationality and the
fact that among the delegated time witnesses
were, we have for the XIll. FIR - Congress in
Berlin from the German forced labourer foun-
dation "reminding, responsibility and future"
6,500 EUR subsidies receive.

The expenditures , which we had, prove that
we dealt with the taken money responsibly.
An organization can purge, come to goals
more near, which correspond to our intentions
by inactivity into agony, or by activities in the
context of the political and financial possibili-
ties, tasks follow and. In order to thus hold our
member federations, you up to date, we bring
our news out as bulletin. Our Secretary-
General accommodates gladly also important
realigns from the federations, if they are pre-
sent him. For printing and distribution of these
bulletins we nevertheless spent 1,900 EUR.
The XIII regular FIR - Congress in Berlin
costs altogether 10,400 EUR. On the other
hand we got the subsidy of 6.500 EUR, so
that we had to furnish only 3,900 EUR.

The conference in Brussels, mentioned al-
ready above, cost only 4,540 EUR due to
good relations of our president. However less
than 860 EUR had been applied by the par-
ticipant contributions in the stated height. Our
co-operator, the parliamentary group in the
EP, the "GUE NGL" was responsible for the
travel and hotel costs as well as for the room
and interpreter costs.

The meetings of the executive committee se-
lected by you took place in Berlin, Budapest,
Prague, Brussels, Moscow and Athens,
mostly in connection with other causes, in
order to limit the costs. An amount of 6.975
EUR accumulated nevertheless. Outside of
the meetings resulted from the members of
the executive committee and from our Secre-
tary-General travel costs at a value of 2.510
EUR.

So that everything can be performed this
work, it requires an organizational expendi-
ture. One gets postage, telephone, copies,
paper, cover etc. unfortunately not given,
therefore costs at a value of 1.040 EUR arose
also here. Priceless is anyway the entire pri-
vate expenditure of each individual member
of the executive committee and/or the offices,
in which we are active. The last post in this
list at a value of 765 EUR refers mainly to
advertisement and presentation. In it the
costs of our Internet presentation are con-
tained.

Because no bank of the world is willing to
sponsor our banking transactions, we have
guarterly costs, which add up in these 3 years
on nevertheless 251 EUR.

From all the numbers you see many or few
activities depending on your point of view. To
evaluate this, it's a political discussion. My
numbers are financial results, which | can
prove if you want.

Unfortunately the financial commission
elected in Berlin is no longer complete. Ernst
Mehlis deceased in the high age of 97 years.
The Hamburg comrade Peter Badekow lives
now in Denmark. Only Uwe Doering is re-
maining. He is a parliamentary managing di-
rector of the parliamentary group "the left" in
the state parliament of Berlin and is only busy
with it since his summer holidays. He prom-
ised to follow his work and to prepare a writ-
ten auditor's report as attach.

Heinz A. Siefritz, Cashier



Decisions of the congress of the FIR in Athensin2 007

Political declaration of the congress

62 years after the military victory over fascism in Germany and in whole Europe we see a po-
litical ambivalent development.
There are positive tendencies
- that political groups get more influence which stand for that conflicts not only inside
Europe are increasingly solved by peaceful decisions,
that politically diversified peoples movements for democracy and freedom, against ra-
cism and neo-fascism are active,
that criticism at the antisocial consequences of globalisation is supported by wide
groups in the society and found many styles of peaceful protest.
In addition we see on the other hand dangers,
. that European governments orients on a "fortress Europe” instead of opening liberty for
all citizens and try to strengthen their military position in the world.
We experience the increasing attempts of the US-administration to reach a military and
political hegemonial position all over the world.
The problem of the Serbian province Kosovo and Metohia should be settled only by dia-
logue. A solution of the status must be adopted by the UN Security Council.
Not alone in Europe the regulations for liberalisation of economic relations should be
more important than social rights of the people. Humans will be social excluded and
thus put the fertile soil of extremely right populism and xenophobia.
Although the neo-liberal European "Constitution” failed because of the resistance of the
people, conservative politicians - using totalitarism - doctrines and anti-communism -
are trying to open the door on the political right side.
And the commemoration of the antifascist fight of people and armies is blamed in vari-
ous countries of Europe. A visible indication of that tendency was the destruction of the
memorial in the centre of the city Tallinn to commemorate the soviet liberators. In addi-
tion in other parts of Europe antifascist memorials are attacked physically or ideologi-
cally. Such attacks are reported from Croatia, Greece, Serbia, Ukraine and other coun-
tries. Antifascist memorials and places should be placed under protection of interna-
tional law.
Real problems are Holocaust-denying and falsification of history of antifascist fight. Neo-
fascist groups try to rehabilitate SS-murders and rewrite history. Some officials and
governments doing also such rewriting because they call the SS "fighters for liberty" and
criminalizing antifascist resistance fighters.
Such a Europe, such a world does not correspond to the goals, which we feel obligated in the
tradition of anti-fascism.
"Creating a new world of peace and freedom" means for us
- building up democratic and social justice conditions, where all people have sufficient
supply and a real part of the richness of the society and the security of employability un-
der social conditions and chances of social inclusion for all people living here — inde-
pendently of nationality, sex and religion.
to commemorate the role of the people for liberation from fascism and give this knowl-
edge to today's generations. This includes the acceptance of the social rights of victims
and fighters against fascism in various structures of the Anti-Hitler-Coalition.
the protection of all humans against racism, anti-Semitism and xenophobia. All activi-
ties, groups and parties, supporting neo-fascist and racist positions, must be outlawed
and banned.
Fundamentally it means also that military options in foreign policy are against the vital interests
of all humans. FIR as "peace ambassador of the United Nations" occurs again and again for
non-military conflict solutions. Particularly the aggravation of conflicts by the program of the

9



US-administration for an anti-missile-system in Poland and the Czech Republic contradict all
beginnings of a peaceful foreign policy in Europe.

In this sense we see - also 62 years after liberati  on from fascism and war - the necessity

to fight for the complete destruction of Nazism at its roots and creation of a new world

of peace and liberty.

Protest against denials of visas for delegates

The XIV congress of FIR is shocked by the the denial of entry visas to veterans of the antifas-
cist struggle from Albania and the former Yugoslavian republic of Macedonia (FYROM) to par-
ticipate in the congress.

While politicians proclaim the "Europe without boarders" reality is no match. This is the false
political signal.

We are fighting for a united Europe based upon the traditions of the struggles against fascism
promoting social rights and liberty for all people living here.

Statement of FIR for the Members of the European Pa  rliament

The international federation of the resistance fighters (FIR) - Association of Anti-fascists, the
umbrella organisation of federations of former resistance fighters, partisans, members of the
anti-Hitler coalition, persecutes of the Nazi-regime and anti-fascists of today's generations from
over twenty European countries and Israel, appeals from their XIV congress held in October
2007 in Athens to all democratic parliamentary parties of the European Parliament to create
positive examples for their attitude against neo-fascism, racism, anti-semitism and xenophobia
and to support all antifascist initiatives and proposals for action.

Over and above we call upon the European Parliament to create the legal foundation to dis-
continue to finance groups of the extreme right in the European Parliament with European tax
payers money and to immediately suppress activities of these groups.

Resolution regarding Cyprus

The 14th congress of the International Federation of the Resistance Fighters (FIR) which took
place in Athens October 19-20, 2007
Reemphasizes that the sole foundation for the preservation of peace and security
worldwide is compliance with the principles of the United Nations Charter, the Declara-
tions of Human Rights and the fundamental rights.
Deplores regional conflicts in conjunction with foreign interventions experienced by the
international community which explicitly violate the aforementioned principles and which
do not realise the decisions of the Security Council of the United Nations.
Calls upon the FIR member organisations to urge their respective governments to effi-
ciently support efforts to overcome regional conflicts and continuing problems — among
others problems in Cyprus — by implementation of the decisions of the United Nations
Security Council for peaceful solutions based upon appreciation of international laws
and the primacy of human rights and fundamental rights.
Requests the Secretary of the Executive Committee of FIR to urge the United Nations to
exercise pressure on the respective opponents to accept United Nations decisions to be
the only way towards a peaceful solution.
Worried by the persistence of the crisis over Cyprus endangering international security,
and the circumstances that decisions of the United Nations regarding Cyprus have not
yet been implemented, and by the lack of progress in past negotiations, keeping in mind
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the necessity to solve the Cyprus problems peacefully without any further delay, the

Congress requests an urgent restart of efficient and substantial negotiations under the
auspices of the United Nations and the European Union in order to achieve a basically
acceptable agreement as soon as possible based upon the fundamental legal rights of

all inhabitants.

Financial rules of FIR

Expanding the statute of FIR, the Congress decided on the following rules for membership

fees.

1. Membership in FIR is also based upon an annual membership fee of the individual
member organisation to be paid no later than June 30th of the current year. Membership
fees provide for the operating expenses of FIR.

2. The rate of the FIR membership fee is determined by the proper statute of the participat-
ing organisation and its financial leeway, and is normally determined by 0.50 Euros per

year and member .

Standard FIR membership fee is 300 Euros per year.
3. The number of the delegates of the membership organisation to the congresses is de-
termined by the amount of membership fees paid.

Paying an annual membership fee of

- at least the minimum of150 Euros: 1 delegate,

- more than
- more than

300 Euros: 2 delegates,
1000 Euros:3 delegates.

Exceptions in individual cases may be applied for at the executive committee.
4. Travel expenses of the delegates are being paid for by their proper organisation.
Upon application the executive committee may decide within its financial leeway to sup-
port an individual member organisation for their delegate to participate in a congress.
The statutory appropriation of the financial resources is verified annually in particular prior to
the congresses, by a financial committee to be elected by the congress. Following each verifi-
cation a report is submitted to the executive committee and the congress.

Reactions to the congress

Under the heading: Against historical fal-
sification the newspaper "young world"
reported:

The FIR always strove to manufacture in its
publications "political clarity with considera-
tion of the different political adjustments of
the member federations"” avowed FIR - Sec-
retary-General Ulrich Schneider of the Fed-
eration of the pursued of the Nazi regime
(VVN - BdA) from the FRG in its entrance
paper to the congress. The width of the alli-
ance with the different entrances to the anti-
fascist fight reflected itself also in Athens.
Thus the contributions of the guest-giving
Greek communists, in addition, the guest
speaker of World Federation of Trade Un-
ions, the world league of the democratic
youth and the international committee for
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peace were directed and relaxation particu-
larly against imperialistic danger of war and
increasing exploitation and disfranchise-
ment in capitalism.

In its paper to the 20" anniversary of the
appointment as “peace messenger” of the
UN reminded professor llja Kremer of the
influential role, which played the FIR at that
time for example in disarmament negotia-
tions. More than 200 organizations be-
longed to the organization, when Kremer
worked in the international offices in Vienna
as a full-time secretary. But the times two
decades ago, when active anti-fascism was
in many places still nationally supported,
are for a long time past. The UN represen-
tative inquired to the ceremony tried any-
how to apologize with a five-line message



for his non-appearance. United itself the
anti-fascists were in Athens however that in
view of numerous wars and a reconstruc-
tion of fascist organizations in many coun-
tries in the world the slogan of the FIR
“never again fascism, never again war" is
more up-to-date than ever.

Major task of the FIR, in whose rows beside
the still living resistance fighters of more
and more humans of the following genera-
tions are to be found, remains also the fight
of fascist tendencies, where always they
emerge. Here is to be particularly pro-
ceeded against racism as outriders and a
component of fascist ideology.

Further reports appeared in the Greek
daily paper Rizospastis and over the Hun-

garian press agency “"Magyar Tavirati
Iroda".
Also many member federations reported

in their federation magazines and publica-
tions on the congress and the resolutions
seized there. So far the reports from Bel-
gium, Germany, Greece, Israel, Portugal
and Russia are present to us. In all contri-
butions can be seen, what positive impres-
sion this conference gave to the member
federations and the delegated ones. Thus
the congress found also the public atten-
tion, which the work of the FIR and the con-
gress earned.

Reactions to the resolutions

Answer of the European Union to protest
because of visa disclaimer

In a letter in reply of the European commis-
sion from 30 November 2007 it means in
addition: "the European commission and
the European Union member states under-
take efforts, in order to facilitate the as-
signment of visas for journeys into the
European Union. The European Union
signed with Albania, the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia and other Balkans
countries visa easement agreements. The
present agreements will enter into force on
1% January 2008."

Answer of leaders of the socialist par-
liamentary group (PSE) Martin Schulz on
the appeal to the European parliament

In an extensive letter in reply in the name of
the parliamentary group of the PSE the
chairman Martin Schulz stressed the large
agreement with the attitude of the FIR in
this question. Literally he writes: "the social-
ist parliamentary group in the European
parliament divides your doubts and wants to
stop the increasing right-wing extremism on
different levels. Our parliamentary group
had therefore already furnished a working
group to observe and work against in order
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the activities of the parliamentary group
identity, tradition, sovereignty (ITS), which
by right-wing extremist's delegates in the
European parliament was based... This par-
liamentary group lost meanwhile, after its
Romanian members withdrew the parlia-
mentary group status and was dissolved.
The PSE parliamentary group welcomed
this dissolution and will do all in its power
standing, in order to intensify the conditions
for the receipt of the parliamentary group
status in the European parliament and to
prevent thus the building of a new ITS or a
similar formation. We beyond that arranged
an overview of the right-wing extremists
parties in Europe, in order to alarm a
clearer picture of the current situation to
gotten and around our sister parties in the
countries concerned. On operation of the
SPE parliamentary group in the plenum a
debate will take place to the extremist oc-
currences, which reach more into Europe
ever around itself."

Also members of the parliamentary group
GUE/NGL explained on the occasion of a
common meeting in Berlin that they support
and into their political work included our
call.



News from Member federations

Declaration of the FNDIRP on the Memorials of the C

Joined together on December 14, the Direc-
tory Board of the FNDIRP wished to make
known its concern in a declaration which we
publish below:

One of the facts which are at the base of
the call of the Working group of the Memo-
rials of KZ of FRG continuation in the will of
the project executors (i.e. German govern-
ment) to place on a plan of equality, to even
favour compared to the Nazism the memory
of the events concerning the "Communism
of GDR", "dictatorship of the SED". The
members of the Working group cannot be
regarded as suspects to seek to clear Sta-
linism. But they note in the presentation of
the history of the attempts at distortion and,
especially, they reject any attempt to put in

Memorial for the Jewish Partisans, Fighters of the

oncentration camps

equivalence two "dictatorships" that one to
only treat little "with an unambiguous lan-
guage and position towards the historical
facts". Their standpoint is clear on this
point, as is clear their regret that the official
project does not speak about Resistance
anti-Nazi, of the massacres of the Gipsies,
the intelligentsia of the East or the Soviet
prisoners of war. ...

Within sight of the details in the position-
paper of the Working group of the Memori-
als of KZ of FRG, the FNDIRP, speaking in
the name of the French and foreign victims
about the monstrous Nazi-regime, essential
judge that these arguments are heard by
the qualified parliamentary committee and
that it keeps the large account of it "

Underground and the Ghettos,

against the Nazis

Sixty-five years have passed since the end
of WWII. Yet we have still not succeeded in
raising a memorial in one of the Israeli
towns to the memory of the hundreds of
thousands of Jews, many of them anony-
mous, who fought against the Nazi mur-
derer, most of whom, fell in their resistance
and struggle.

Recently there has been a positive change
in attitude of the national institutions and the
public to the subject of commemoration and
remembrance of the Holocaust.

The Organisations of Partisans, in coopera-
tion with the artist, Alexander Bogen, him-
self a partisan and commander designed a
memorial which will be placed in a large
urban center, accessible to visitors and
suitable for ceremonies.

Fighters of the Underground and the Ghet-
tos, Partisans and Resisters of the Naazis,
warmly welcome Mr. Noam Lanir, third
generation of Israel, who is contributing to
the erection of the memorial and is commit-
ted to the implementation of this important
initiative. We are deeply grateful to him. The
projected date of the unveiling of the
monument — in 2008 — will be 70 Years af-
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ter the beginning of the Nazi army’s con-
guest of Europe.

The memorial which will be erected is the
outward manifestation of the commemora-
tion. The instructional part of the com-
memoration is documented in the Partisan
Site www.thepartizans.org where one can
find subjects such as:

1. The Fighters Data Base Project: Detalils,
short biographies and photographs of fight-
ers.

2. The Jewish Resistance during the Holo-
caust: Events and people of the resistance,
bibliographies, maps and study plans.

3. The Organization’s Archive: Library and
documentation.

The above projects are supported by the
Claims Conference.

Shub Barauch, Chairman
Organization of Partisans, Underground and
ghetto Fighters



Committee ‘Heester raus!’ protests against performa

At the initiative of the AFVN/Bond van Anti
Fascisten (The Netherlands) a committee
has been set up to protest the planned per-
formance of nazi artist Johannes Heesters.
This performance will take place on 16" of
February in Amersfoort. It is very well
known that in Amersfoort was a Nazi con-
centration camp. The formation of this
committee has received a lot of support and
sympathy from all over the country and from
Germany.

Representatives from the Jewish commu-
nity, the Roma and Sinti, resistance fight-
ers, the Netherlands Institute for War
Documentaion (NIOD), camp committees
like from Dachau have declared their soli-
darity with the committee. Also the local,
regional and national media show a lot of
interest.

In the Amersfoort city council a committee
spokesman has brought the matter up. He
argued that extreme right will probably use
this performance as an excuse to manifest
in the streets. For security reasons it would
therefore be better to cancel this perform-
ance. In the meantime the mayor has prom-
ised to give the committee permission to
demonstrate, and not give it to neonazis.

nce nazi artist

If the performance takes place, the com-
mitee will organize a manifestation with a
choir singing partisan songs outside the
theater building on 16th February.

The theatre board has chosen to defend
Heesters. The president said that he will do
anything to prevent any obstacle to the per-
formance. Therefore people who have
bought tickets are screened, which is a se-
rious violation of the privacy law. On the
first day of the ticket sale on 15™ December
2007 there were some protesters, among
whom 87-year-old AFVN-president Celine
van der Hoek, Auschwitz-survivor. She
said: “I don’'t show my Ausweis for Heest-
ers!”

That Heesters has performed in Dachau to
amuse the nazi criminals, that he was a
personal friend of Hitler and that he is in the
cultural field a symbol of ‘normalisation’ of
fascism, all these facts are denied by the
theater. Committee ‘Heesters raus! and
with it all sympathising and participating
organizations will do anything to prevent
this outrageous and for the survivors painful
performance. Whether it is 6, 60 or 100
years later, we will never forget!

Annabell Schouten,
AFVN- Bond van Anti Fascisten

Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) of the European Uni  on

At the end of 2007 our organization re-
ceived the annual report on "racism and
xenophobia in the member states of the
European union” published from the Fun-
damental Rights Agency of the European
Union in Vienna. Events and developments
of the year 2006 are listed in this status re-
port. The report contains information about
the legal conditions, conditions on the job
market and related to housing supply and
education, as well as to racist force and
crime.

These are the result of a continuous collec-
tion of information from 27 national "Focal
POINTS", national partner institutions. In
the accompanying letter to the FIR it
means: "we in the agency for fundamental
rights have large hopes for co-operation
with you in the future, so that we can create
together a society of the integration on the
basis of the respect forwards and based on
the fundamental rights."

If Nazis become freedom fighters

Historical revisionism in Europe plays down Nationa

Neo-fascism, anticommunism and the minimiza-
tion of the National Socialism are further in

| Socialism and push anticommun-

Europe on the advance. In the European house
in the citizen of Berlin representatives from Es-



tonia, Czech Republic and Germany discussed
the strengthening of right movements and his-
torical revisionism in November 2007 on invita-
tion of Sahra Wagenknecht (GUE/NGL).

If attempts to rewrite history mostly still encoun-
ter public criticism in Germany, the develop-
ment in Eastern European countries is more
frightening. Igor Iwanow, chairman of the Rus-
sian youth organization Siin in Estonia, reported
of a comprehensive reinterpretation of history in
the former Soviet republic. Estonian national
socialists and collaborators became “fighters for
independence” of Estonia. The historical revi-
sionism in Estonia goes hand in hand with a
pronounced anticommunism and the suppres-
sion of the Russian minority in the country. "in
Estonia distinctive between > Citizen< and > not
Citizen<. These > not Estonian< are humans
without nationality, under it about 100,000 Rus-
sians ", tell Malle Salupere, deputy chairmen of
the Estonian left wing party.

The stateless people might let be selected into
no party, and only in local elections they can
vote. Repressions in relation to the Russian
population and historical revisionism manifest
themselves in Estonia symbolic at the bronze
statue of a Soviet soldier, the monument for the
liberators of Tallinn, which was removed in past
April despite Russian protests from the city cen-
ter. "The Russians in Estonia are called of the

Panhellenic Union of National Resistance Fighters,

In order to help you create a complete pic-
ture of our organizations' goals, we have
taken the initiative to inform you about the
works of our 11th National Congress, which
was held in Athens during last November.
We strongly believe that all Resistance or-
ganizations should try to create and main-
tain a better standard of communication to
each other. So, we would like to try harder
to have and maintain contact to all of you,
for the sake of our sacred and beautiful
Cause.

We strongly believe that anti - imperialist
struggle is the basis of our struggle against
neo - fascism, racism, and anti - commu-
nism, and should be a top priority to the
Resistance Movement's ideological weap-
onry.

Our goal is to try and open such a conver-
sation about these topics. So, we send you
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right parties and media collectively occupants
and for the time of the Soviet rule punished",
say lwanow. It prevails a proper "Russophobie”.
Services of the Soviet soldiers with the libera-
tion of Estonia from Hitler occupation however
were completely faded out. "in the public the
opinion will represent that Stalin was worse
than Hitler", so Salupere.

Also in the Czech Republic fascism strength-
ened appreciably. A course of Nazis at the an-
niversary of the Pogromnacht through the for-
mer Jewish quarter of Prague named Josefs-
stadt, prevented by police and counter-
demonstrates. But the Czech journalist Emil
Hruska deplores that not the marching-up led its
prohibition and the question about the "political
rights of the Nazis in the constitutional state" to
a public debate. Further also are the revisionist
efforts of the "Sudetendeutschen" and their
common procedure with Hungarian nationalists
against the Benes - decrees problematic.

Ulrich Schneider, Secretary-General of the in-
ternational federation of the resistance fighters
(FIR), determines an intensified cross-linking of
revanchists in Europe. He sees internationalisa-
tion of the resistance in addition, as possible
way to proceed more efficiently against histori-
cal falsification and fascism. A front, at which it
applies to fight, this became clear, gives it in
completely Europe more than enough.

P.E.AE.A. (P.UNR.F),

an attached briefing of our Congress works.
We would love to hear from all organiza-
tions, especially those of the Balkan Penin-
sula (as you know, P.E.A.E.A. (P.U.N.R.F.)
is responsible for the Balkans towards
F.I.LR. Executive Committee's area plan-
ning), every remark, suggestion, criticism
etc. that you are willing to make: About our
standard of work, our agenda, our points of
view and goals.

We would be very happy to talk with all of
you about all these aspects of our work. We
are looking forward to hearing your useful
remarks.

Long live the resistance!

The P.E.A.E.A. (P.U.N.R.F.) Presidency



Impression of the 14 ™ regular congress of FIR in Athens

Members of the congress presidency: Georgi Moraitis, Janos Nagy, Vilmos Hanti, Michel Vanderborght,
General Anatoli Bogdanow, Dr. Ulrich Schneider)

Just before Prof. Dr. llja Kremer, the long-
time secretary of FIR, talked about the fa-
mous activities of FIR in the international
peace movement, General secretary Dr. Ul-
rich Schneider presented the document of
designation of FIR as “Peace Messenger” of
the United Nations 20 years ago.

Imprint :

Responsible: Dr. Ulrich Schneider,
Secretariat: Internationale Fdderation der Widerstandskampfer - Bund der Antifaschisten (FIR), Franz-Mehring-Platz 1, D- 10243 Berlin, Fon
(30) 29 78 41 74, Fax (30) 29 78 41 79, E-Mail: bundesbuero@vvn-bda.de, Internet www.fir.at

The International Federation of Resistant fighters (FIR) has been designated by the Secretary-General of the United Nations as a
«Peace Messenger». The Federation is accepted as NGO at the UNESCO, Paris, at the UN standing committee of disarmament,
Geneva and the European council, Strasbourg.

Bank account : Postbank Berlin (BLZ 10010010), Account: 543 054 107, Kontoinhaber FIR, IBAN DE
04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07 SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEFF
The bulletin will be delivered free to member federations and interested.
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